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LANCASTER CANAL TURNS 200!
2019 marks the 200th birthday of the Lancaster Canal, which was 
completed from Preston to Kendal in 1819. The Canal & River Trust, 
which owns and maintains the canal, is organising a programme of 
events to celebrate the bicentenary, and is also planning some physical 
improvements including reinstating milestones. 

Following years of work by Green 
councillors, Lancaster got an early 
anniversary present in December, 
when the puddle-filled stone track 
from Basin Bridge to the Water 
Witch pub was surfaced in tarmac. 
Green Cllr Dave Brookes said:

“Residents have been complaining 
about this section of the towpath 
for a long time. Like most charities 
the Canal & River Trust is strapped 
for cash, but after quite a lot of 
persuasion it agreed to set a budget for the work last financial year. We 
are delighted that this has now come to fruition, and hope to continue a 
positive working relationship with the Trust to get more things done.”

Cllr Dave Brookes on the  
newly puddle-free towpath

FAIRFIELD NATURE RESERVE FOOTPATHS 
Works to upgrade existing footpaths with a smoother wheelchair and 
pushchair friendly surface are complete, and the installation of a new 
footpath around Pony Wood is well under way. 

Several hundred metres of hedging needs to be planted by volunteers 
before the end of March. To join in and get email updates about work 
party dates contact volunteering@fairfieldassociation.org .

HOW TO CONTACT US 

City Cllr Dave Brookes      dbrookes@lancaster.gov.uk      07817 966949  

City Cllr Nick Wilkinson      nwilkinson@lancaster.gov.uk      07966 626446 
County Cllr Gina Dowding    gina.dowding@lancashire.gov.uk    07838 793674 


Please get in touch with any issue, or if you would like to get involved.
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PRIORY CHURCHYARD 
The City Council and the Priory are 
considering the future of the ledger 
stone terrace feature (see photo) in the 
Priory churchyard, which is in a poor 
state of repair, and is a focus for anti-
social behaviour. One option on the 
table is to remove the feature entirely 
and re-use the stones elsewhere.

RAILWAY TREES 
At a meeting with Green councillors 
Dave Brookes and Gina Dowding,  
Network Rail agreed to replant some 
smaller native trees and shrubs on the 
railway embankments where the larger 
trees have recently been removed.


CHANCELLOR’S WHARF 
A re-submitted planning application 
received a split decision from the City 
Council’s Planning Committee. Works 
to relocate bike sheds and construct 
low boundary walls were approved, 
but the installation of gates at entry 
points was refused.


CITY CENTRE CYCLE RACKS 
Green councillors are chasing up the 
replacement of the bicycle racks on 
Common Garden Street. The previous 
ones looked like they had been 
flattened by a very large vehicle! 

SIBSEY STREET 
The County Council has promised to 
start focussing on residential street 
resurfacing in its plan to manage its 
‘transport assets’. Cllr Gina Dowding 
has asked for Sibsey Street to go on 
its list for the next financial year.


FREEMAN’S WOOD 
Developers Satnam have submitted a 
planning application to build 250 
houses on Freeman’s Wood (between 
the Lune cycle path and Willow Lane). 
The application (ref: 18/01520/OUT) 
can be viewed and commented on via 
the City Council’s website.


LONG MARSH LANE BOLLARD 
Following a fly-tipping incident on 
Vicarage Field, a new bollard has 
been installed on the cycle track by 
Long Marsh Lane which should 
prevent vehicles entering the park.
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YOUR LOCAL GREEN TEAM - WORKING FOR YOU ALL YEAR ROUND

RESIDENTS’ PARKING 

The County Council has said that it 
is now almost ready to consult on 
its proposed changes to parking 
permits. Green councillors Gina 
Dowding and Dave Brookes have 
arranged to meet County Parking 
officers and cabinet member Cllr 
Keith Iddon, following indications 
that County may be backtracking 
on the extent of consultation they 
promised at the public meeting 
organised by the Greens last year.

MAKE IT AFFORDABLE 

After much lobbying from Bulk 
Ward Green councillors, the draft 
Local Plan for the Canal Quarter 
regeneration site now includes 
provision for affordable housing.

Previously only open-market and 
student housing were included. 

GOOD NEWS FOR MUSICIANS’ CO-OP 
In November the City Council voted to cancel the eviction notice on the 
Musicians’ Co-op, fund structural repairs to the Council-owned building, 
and negotiate a proper lease to secure the Co-op’s future at Lodge St. 
Green ward councillor Tim Hamilton-Cox, who worked hard supporting 
the Co-op to get this result, said: 

“The Council’s decision was a huge relief for the Co-op after 33 years of 
uncertainty, but it was frustrating that just two weeks later, the Labour 
leader tried to wriggle out of the Council’s commitment. Thankfully, Co-op 
supporters stepped up to hold the cabinet to account, forcing them to 
abandon the attempted U-turn.” 

Sian Berry, Co-Leader of 
the Green Party 

‘Green solutions to 
unaffordable housing’


Monday 18th February, 
7.30pm, at the Quaker 

Meeting House, LA1 1TX 


Everyone welcome!

THIS IS A CLIMATE EMERGENCY!

Green councillors co-proposed a motion for the City Council to declare a 
‘climate emergency’ at its meeting on 30th January. Supported by 
petitions and expert speakers, the motion called on the Council to take 
urgent action to eliminate its contribution to climate change by 2030.  

The 2018-2022 Council Plan had not one single mention of climate 
change until Greens put pressure on the Labour cabinet to include it last 
summer. Labour then made a commitment to make the Council ‘zero 
carbon’, but only by 2050, twenty years too late according to the United 
Nations’ Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

In December, Greens proposed a motion to require better energy 
efficiency standards for new homes in the district, especially those built 
on Council-owned land. However almost all Labour councillors voted not 
to make new-build homes warmer and cheaper to run!


LOOKING AFTER OUR HISTORIC CITY 
Green councillor Nick Wilkinson is 
trying to persuade the County 
Council to up its game when carrying 
out repair works in the City Centre 
Conservation Area. Nick said:

“Lancaster sells itself as a Heritage 
City, but the quality of our city centre 
is being undermined by inappropriate 
tarmac patch repairs. We need the 
County Council to work with us to 
preserve the city’s historic feel.”


ALDI DECISION DELAYED 
A decision on a planning application to demolish the B&Q store on 
Aldcliffe Rd and replace with an Aldi, is now expected to be made in 
March at the earliest. Aldi have been asked to address concerns about 
the appearance of the proposed building, pedestrian connectivity, noise 
from refrigeration units, drainage, and the layout of the car park.

Cllr Nick Wilkinson on a tarmac 
patched corner of Penny Street


